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MFL Curriculum Statement

Intent
MFL lessons provide an exciting, new opportunity for communicating in a different way. Often, our children have not yet heard or spoken a second foreign language, but they soon develop a curiosity for different languages and an improved cultural awareness. Therefore, we want the children to develop their inquisitiveness and enjoy MFL in positive, fun and engaging ways. 
Within our lessons, our children will have frequent opportunities to speak, listen, read, write and translate French so that they grow in confidence throughout their learning journey with us. We will expose the children to other cultures and develop an attitude of resilience when tackling a new language. 
When the children leave Highfields, they will be able to listen to French attentively, engage in conversations, read and translate with growing accuracy and present ideas in writing using a growing vocabulary. These skills will enable our children to thrive when they start Secondary School MFL and will begin a lifelong love of languages.
Implementation
At Highfields, we focus on French in our lessons. There are other opportunities however, for incidental learning in other languages. The framework for our French curriculum comes from the National Curriculum.  We do not follow a commercial scheme but instead use a variety of resources within our lessons. We do this to ensure that the lessons are tailored to the needs of our children. As a staff, we ensure that skills are taught using a progression map based on the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.   
French lessons are first taught in year 3 until the children leave in year 6. This subject is taught in isolation from other subjects and has units of work based around a theme. During these themed lessons, the children are introduced to new vocabulary specific to the theme of that unit. Often new vocabulary is introduced through songs, repetition, writing and conversations through asking and answering questions.  Each lesson reaffirms the previous lessons speaking element to consolidate previous knowledge. In each half term unit, there are also opportunities for reading, writing and translation. Children are exposed to French grammar in a simple form. Much of the teaching is interactive ensuring the children learn correct pronunciation. 
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We believe that every child, by the end of their primary education, should be given the opportunity to acquire an understanding of spoken French, written phrases and a confidence in spoken communication regardless of their starting points.  We endeavour, at Highfields, to inspire the children to use languages in real life and to enjoy MFL in Secondary School.
Staff use assessment for learning and assess children according to the learning objectives they teach, they then use this information to plan their next set of lessons. Teaching staff work hard to remove barriers and provide ongoing support ensuring that all children fulfil their full potential. At the end of each unit, the teacher will carry out assessments linked to the teaching and progression of skills. French is monitored throughout year groups by pupil discussions, visits to lessons and dialogue with teaching staff reflecting on standards achieved against the planned outcomes.
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