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Parent Pay 

Menu 

Dates For Your Diary 

Friday 5th November—Last day for online Scholastic Book Club orders. For every £1 you spend we earn 20p in Scholastic re-

wards. Go to https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/highfields/digital-book-club  

Friday 26th November—Teacher Training Day,  school will be closed to pupils.   

Missed Flu Vaccinations On Tuesday the school immunisations team visited Highfields to administer 

flu vaccines. The team will be running local clinics for any children who missed their vaccination. Appoint-
ments can be booked by calling 0300 1240366. Please note that the team are not office based so you may 
need to try the number several times. You can also email school.immunisation@mpft.nhs.uk. 

School Pick Up -  Please can we remind par-

ents of Key Stage 1 pupils to supervise their chil-
dren closely after school. It is more important 
than ever that the children do not climb or run 
on the grassy bank. As the weather worsens, the 
bank becomes wet, slippy and dangerous—we 
certainly don’t want any accidents.  
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We have been informed by the foodbank that we 
collected an incredible 229.60 kilogrammes  of food 
during Harvest time. Your wonderful generosity will 
really help to make a difference to families who are 
finding things difficult at the present time.  

Thank you once again to everyone who donated!  

Welcome 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Maria Barnfield who 
joined Highfields this week as our new Catering Supervisor. Maria has 
over 30 years experience in the catering industry and worked at her 
last Primary school for 21 years. Her delicious cookies are already    
becoming popular with pupils and staff!   

Poppy Appeal Our Poppy Appeal sales will be avail-

able from 3:20pm every school day until Friday 12th 
November.  There are still plenty of items left!  
 
Items for sale are:  
Zip Pull  -  Suggested donation 50p 
Reflector  - Suggested donation 50p 
Silicon wristband - Suggested donation £1 
Snap band -  Suggested Donation £1.50 

https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.highfields.staffs.sch.uk/menu-page/
https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/highfields/digital-book-club


Dear Parents,  

I hope you all managed to have an enjoyable half term. I cannot believe how quickly time flies and that we are half a term into 

this year already. It will be Christmas before we know it! 

Last term we welcomed our new Reception pupils as well as  a number of other new pupils across the school.  It is always a joy 

to see how quickly they settle into life here at Highfields. 

 Last term wasn’t without its challenges. Not only did we have to re plan and risk assessment against all the new guidance 

from government around covid, but we have had a number of staff absences to deal with too. Education seems, like so many 

other areas currently, to be impacted by staff shortages. Securing quality replacement teachers has been a real challenge. The 

way situations can change at a drop of a hat due to  things beyond our control, such as illness and family bereavement adds an 

additional strain and uncertainty. In our circumstances we have managed to ensure consistency in the learning and standards 

even though we have had to change personnel on occasions.  The children have really taken this in their stride and the teach-

ing agency and the staff they have provided us with have worked above and beyond to ensure we have quality teachers. Fin-

gers crossed this is now settled for now and we look forward to our permanent staff returning when they are well enough.  

On that note, I will update you on my situation. I have been building up my return to work and am now currently in school four 

days of the week. These are reduced hours still but it is helping me get back up to speed and build my capacity to return full 

time later this term – something I am very much looking forward to. Mrs Greatrex continues to deal with the majority of the 

day to day running of the school and is supporting me in picking up some of this work as the days and weeks go on. I cannot 

thank Mrs Greatrex enough as this has really enabled me to concentrate on getting better whilst preparing myself for taking 

this role back over fully.    

It has been wonderful to see the children in school really engaged in their learning and enjoying being in school. The last 18 

months or so have been a real challenge to them and they have, on the whole, bounced back and thrown themselves into 

their learning. It is an absolute joy to hear them laugh and play as well as see them focused and hard working.  

Catch-up is certainly underway and  this is most effective when we can work in partnership with yourselves. I would like to 

thank you for your continued support. Together we will ensure the children will be all back on track and minimise the educa-

tional and emotional impact that covid has had. 

I would also like to thank you for keeping us informed and updating us in relation to covid and ensuring you inform us quickly 

of any symptoms and testing etc. This has really helped us to maintain stability in school and minimise spread and impact. We 

are regularly part of briefings where we hear how numbers are rising and issues some schools have to contain spread. Thank 

you for helping us keep each other safe. Please continue to wear a mask when you enter our school building (office area).  

Whilst I am writing to yourselves I would like to take this opportunity just to put out a reminder of the school uniform expecta-

tions.  I am always proud of how well turned out our children look and this is commented on regularly by people outside of our 

school.  I have noticed a few things slipping such as some inappropriate school shoes and the wearing of jewellery which is not 

allowed.  Please be reminded that the only jewellery allowed is plain studs in pierced ears—no bracelets or necklaces. If you  

are thinking of getting your child’s ears pierced please wait until the longer summer holidays so that it doesn't impact on PE as 

children cannot wear any earrings during these sessions.   

I think you have heard enough from me now! I am looking forward to this term and all the exciting things it holds. Fingers 

crossed for a safe and healthy build up to Christmas.  

Mark Wilkes 

 


