Early Maths
Young children, throughout the EYFS and beyond, learn through investigating, exploring, talking,
problem-solving and hands on learning. In the Reception year, we aim to create a continuous
learning environment that supports children’s growing mathematical understanding, and also
provide experiences which focus specifically on aspects of maths learning.
•

Children will be encouraged to ‘use everyday language to talk about size, weight,
capacity, position.’ Adults regularly model mathematical vocabulary and provide practical
experiences that promote mathematical talk.

•

Children have opportunities to investigate collections of interesting objects that can be
sorted in a variety of ways – things that can be explored, moved, played with, talked
about and organised.

•

Story and picture books are used to engage children with basic maths concepts. We
explore mathematics through different contexts, including storybooks, puzzles, songs,
rhymes, puppet play, and games.

•

CBeebies Number Blocks programmes are used to support teaching of number and
mathematical concepts where appropriate. The animation, loveable characters and
engaging storylines can help to introduce concepts of number to support early
mathematical understanding.

•

Children are encouraged to represent problems in their own way, for example, with
drawings and marks.

•

Manipulatives and representations are used to support children to engage with
mathematical ideas.

•

Our Number of the Week and display linked to this help to support and promote how
numbers and amounts can be represented in different ways.

•

The outdoor environment is also used to promote mathematical skills for example
measuring beanstalks or animals of different sizes which have been chalked on the
playground, playing number games, number hunts, water and sand play to explore
measures etc….

•

We also integrate maths into different activities throughout the day – for example, at
registration and snack times, through continuous provision and focused 1:1, group or
whole class activities – to familiarise children with maths language and make the most of
all opportunities to learn.

•

Focus is given to the Five Counting Principles to help to develop the children’s
understanding of number. These Five Counting Principles are set out below:
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Homework activities encourage children to engage in activities such as number hunts, shopping
games, baking etc…to practice, develop and apply their mathematical skills in real life contexts.

