
 

 
 
 

Friday 3rd July 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Re: Starting school in September 2020 
 
I am now in a position to give you a little more information regarding starting school in 
September.  
 
By now I hope you have received your paper pack through your door and have had time to 
look at the information.  
 
I have set up a new section on the school website with a video of how to come into school 
and, even though the classroom is not set up in readiness yet, should give you a feel of the 
room. (The tables will not be set in rows – there will be far more interaction between the 
children as is more appropriate for children of this age).  
 
https://www.highfields.staffs.sch.uk/induction-for-new-pupils-2020/  
 
The page also includes information that I have already emailed out to you and will be 
updated as more information becomes available.  
 
In previous correspondence I mentioned school starts on Wednesday 2nd September 2020, 
however we have made the decision to postpone the start of Reception Class a little so that 
we can carry out some much needed transition for all the current pupils. This means that we 
will now open the doors to Reception Class on Monday 7th September.  
 
We have decided to break with our normal traditions and welcome the new children in two 
separate sessions  the week beginning 7th September. The first half of the week (Monday 
morning to Wednesday lunchtime) we ask for all the children with surnames beginning with 
the letters A-H to attend school and then we ask for the children with surnames beginning 
with the letters I-Z to attend school the second half of the week (Wednesday afternoon to 
Friday afternoon).  I will confirm drop off and pick up times with you at a later date.  
 
The week beginning 14th September and moving forward the children will be in school for 
the full week.   
 
From next week, Mrs Vaughan, the class teacher, will be begin making phone calls to 
yourselves in order to engage in a 1:1 conversation about your child. We have already been 
in contact with the nurseries some of your children go to and have begun to gather 
information about the children.  
 

https://www.highfields.staffs.sch.uk/induction-for-new-pupils-2020/


  

The phone calls are am opportunity for a more personalised approach, allowing us to begin 
to get to know your child and will give you the chance to ask any questions. Normally this 
would have been carried out face to face but in the current climate this is not possible.  
 
If you are unavailable when the call is made, Mrs Vaughan will leave a message and ask you 
to call back at a time convenient for you.   
 
We are currently working on the new risk assessments following the government 
announcements today. We will be taking on board the guidance regarding setting up class 
“bubbles” and minimising the risk between the “bubbles”. In essence this means that the 
children will be mixing together within the bubble so that they will receive as close to a 
“normal” type of schooling and education as possible. I will write to you over the summer 
with the details of these safety measures so that you can be assured we are doing 
everything in our power to keep your children and your families safe.  
 
In the packs you received, it talks about returning forms and for us seeing the birth 
certificates. If you have not already done this yet, please could you pop these in during Tues 
1st – 4th September just prior to your child starting the next week.  
 
I will write to you again with further information but in the meantime if you do have any 
questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
Mark Wilkes 
Headteacher 
 
    


