
 

Highfields - Return to school for 
Reception Children 
Following government announcements and recent correspondence with yourselves, I am now in a 

position to share information regarding the start back to school for Reception Class children from 
Monday 8th June.  

 

I will try and set out as much information as possible in this document but am also conscious there may 

be more questions you need answering. If you need further information please get in touch either 
through ClassDojo or via office2@highfields.staffs.sch.uk. and I will do my best to answer what I can.  

 

I want to make it clear from the outset that nobody will be penalised for not sending their child back to 

school yet.  We will make school as safe as we possibly can, following advice from gove rnment, local 

authority and other professional organisations. But ultimately  the decision of return is down to you. We 

will respect whatever your decision may be.  

 

mailto:office2@highfields.staffs.sch.uk


Attendance 

It is very important to note that once you have decided to send your child back to school there will be an 

expectation this will be every day Monday to Thursday. There is no option of dipping and out of school.  

We will be expected to report to government daily on  attendance  and we will need clear notification of 
why a child is not in school.  

There are four reasons we have to record regarding non attendance. They are as follows:  

1. The child is shielding  

2. The child is isolating  

3. If the child is ill (we would need to know if this is covid related or not)  

4. If the parent decides not to send the child back to school yet.  

For this reason we ask you to notify us of your reasons for absence. On our questionnaire we will ask 

you to indicate if your child is not attending for any of these reasons and then moving forward will 

expect you t o inform us if this changes i.e. your child is now ill or self isolating. You can inform us by 

phone or by email at the address listed above. If we are not sure why your child is absent we will call you.  
If we do not hear otherwise we will record your child's absence against number 4.  

This information is for government data purposes only and, as I said, you will not be penalised for any of 
the above.  

 

How will the classes be organised? 

Classes will be organised into two "bubbles". These bubbles are static and cannot be changed. The idea 

of the bubble is to limit contact as much as possible.  Each bubble will be lead by a teacher.   

 

Children with surnames beginning with letters A to G will be in the normal Reception Classroom and 
supervised by Mrs Vaughan (group RA). 

Children with surnames beginning with letters J to Z will be in Class 2 's room and supervised by Mr 
Thelwell. Mrs Fergus will support this group (group RB). 

 

Bubbles will not mix. There will be staggered start times, playtimes, lunchtimes and pick up times. (see 

below for details) 

 

What other safety measures are put in place? 

We know that coronavirus is spread through breathing in vapour droplets from an infected nose or 
mouth and also through touching surfaces where these droplets land.  



Handwashing is crucial. The children will be regularly washing their hands between activities etc.  

Social distancing - it is not possible to social distance the children by the recommended 2m. However, 

they will be expected to distance as much as possible by not less than 1m at all times. Classrooms are 

set out with tables suitably distanced. Playtimes will be managed by the staff and play restricted to 
games where distancing can be implemented.  

There will be a rigorous cleaning regime. Everything anyone touches will be cleaned to avoid cross 
contamination. This means every surface and every piece of equipment.  

Children will be given individual pencils etc. We do ask that you provide  a set of felt tip pens for your 

child to leave in school for their own use (nothing can be shared).  

What does my child need to bring to school? 

We ask that they bring a water bottle which will be placed on their tables.  

A sun hat - this is important as they will be spending time outside. 

Please do not send in reading books, journals, homework books etc. The cleaning of these would be 
extremely difficult.  

No PE Kits or personal objects.  

Suncream 

It is really important that you apply sun cream to your child every day before school - even if the day 

starts cloudy! They will be spending time outside and staff will be unable to apply the sun cream to your 

child. We ask that you apply it even if your child sometimes does it  themselves so that we can be sure 

they have been covered appropriately.  

Does my child need school uniform? 

No. Please however make sure they are wearing sensible, suitable clothes and that they are wearing 

appropriate footwear eg trainers, not sliders etc. Please make sure your child can put on their own 

footwear. (If they cannot do up laces please don't send them with laces.) Children's clothing will need to 

be washed so that they have newly washed clothes daily. 

 

Will my child need snack money? 

No. We will be offering toast and fruit free of charge each day. 

 

What about dinners? 

Children will have their dinner in their classroom. School dinners are available to order via ParentPay or 
you may  want your child to bring a packed lunch from home.  

What if I need to speak to the class teacher? 



We will not be able to hold face to face meetings unless absolutely necessary. If you need to talk to the 

teacher, you can do this bu messaging on ClassDojo, dropping an email to the address listed the top of 

this document, or phone school and the teacher will get back to you.   

What happens if my child is ill at school? 

If your child becomes ill, they will be removed from the bubble and you will be contacted immediately. It 

is important that if you are asked to do so, you collect your child as soon as possible. If this is Covid 

related you will be told to begin isolation with your family and asked to organise a test. If positive your 

child will need to isolate for 7 days and your household for 14 days. You would also be contacted by a 
track and trace team member.  

If the illness is Covid related the whole bubble will be sent home to isolate for 14 days.  

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT IF YOUR CHILD SHOWS ANY SYMPTOMS YOU DO NOT SEND THEM TO 
SCHOOL BUT DO NOTIFY US.  

Can my child wear a face covering at school? 

No. All face coverings must be removed prior to entering the building and placed in a sealed plastic bag 
which you must provide.  

Is there any before or after school care facilities available? 

At this current time, no. If this changes we will contact you and let you know details.  

What time do I drop off and collect my child? 

First of all it is crucial that you keep to the specific times as we eventually will only have a small window 

of time to drop off and pick up children in different groups. We need to make sure the bubbles do not 

mix and so have to keep strictly to these timings. As more year groups are added, time will become less 
between each allocated time.  

 

RA bubble (Mrs Vaughan's) will need to be dropped off at 8.45am.  Lunch will be 11.40am. Pick up will 

be 2.30pm 

RB bubble (Mr Thelwell's) will need to be dropped off  at 9.15am. Lunch will be 12.10pm. Pick up will be 
3pm.  

 

You will enter the school gate and make your way down the steps. There will be markings on the floor to 

show 2m spaces. The teacher will meet the children at the green KS2 gate and line them up spaced the 

other side of the gate. You will then use a one way system and walk up the ramp and leave the school 
grounds. The teacher will take the children to the class.   

At pick up time, enter the same way and wait on one of the markers near or on the steps.  The teacher 

will bring the children out to the KS2 gate promptly and will release them to you in the order that you 



are waiting. You then follow the one way system as before. Please do not loiter to stop and talk to 
others. We need this system to work fairly quickly so that it doesn't coincide with any other bubble.  

 

Home School Agreement.  

There is attached to the email a home school agreement which we expect is adhered to at all times.  

 

What will my child be doing whilst at school? 

The children will predominantly be carrying out the activities suggested on ClassDojo. They will also be 

carrying out other activities as  the teacher sees fit. The learning content will be the same whether at 
home or in school.  


