
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday 21st September  
Proposal to form a Co-operative Learning Trust 

 
Dear Parents, 
Today your child will have brought home some important paperwork regarding the school’s 
intention to consult on the possibility of becoming part of a Co-operative Learning Trust with Holly 
Grove Primary School, Chase Terrace Primary School and Ridgeway Primary School. 
 
The direction of education has been changing for some time with the establishment of standalone 
academies, multi academy trusts and free schools and our governing body has looked at a range of 
options and possibilities for Highfields Primary School. The governors are very keen to retain the 
ethos of Highfields and do not wish at this time for us to become an academy. It is their belief that 
Highfields provides the very best of education and care for our pupils and that school leaders are 
best placed to know the direction in which to take our school. 
 
Although national policy is still for all schools to become academies, currently this is left to schools 
to decide when this is right for them. Of course, in the future this may change. The government 
however, are still keen for schools to collaborate and work together to help support and improve 
pupil outcomes.  
 
Highfields Primary School has for many years worked very closely with other schools within 
Burntwood on an informal basis. The heads meet regularly to share information and work together 
in a range of ways including the sharing of external test data and supporting improvements within 
teaching and learning. Class teachers across the schools meet to share ideas and good practice and 
engage in cross-school events. 
 
For this reason, the governors have decided to look at formalising this collaboration through the 
establishment of the Burntwood Co-operative Learning Trust.  
 
It is important that parents understand what this means for our school. Each of the four schools 
would still run independently of each other with their own headteacher and governing body and 
from a parent’s point of view you will notice very little difference to how the school is run now. It is 
important to all of us that Highfields retains its own identity and continues to make its own decisions 
of what is right for our school and our pupils.  
 
The paperwork, which came home tonight, will give you more information, including opportunities 
for you to attend several question and answer meetings. There is also further information available 
on our website. 

 
 
Kind regards 
Mark Wilkes 
Headteacher 
 


